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Date:  August 19, 2012  
Title:  Jesus Christ is better 
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: Jesus Christ is the Centerpiece of God’s Story.  
 
Introduction:  
In his Allegory of the Cave Greek philosopher Plato lets Socrates describe a group of people who 
have lived chained to the wall of a cave all of their lives, facing a blank wall. The people watch 
shadows projected on the wall by things passing in front of a fire behind them, and begin to 
ascribe forms to these shadows. According to Plato's Socrates, the shadows are as close as the 
prisoners get to viewing reality. He then explains how the philosopher is like a prisoner who is 
freed from the cave and comes to understand that the shadows on the wall do not make up 
reality at all, as he can perceive the true form of reality rather than the mere shadows seen by the 
prisoners. 
 
Socrates then supposes that a prisoner is freed and permitted to stand up. If someone were to 
show him the things that had cast the shadows, he would not recognize them for what they were 
and could not name them; he would believe the shadows on the wall to be more real than what 
he sees. 
 
"Suppose further," Socrates says, "that the man was compelled to look at the fire: wouldn't he be 
struck blind and try to turn his gaze back toward the shadows, as toward what he can see clearly 
and hold to be real? What if someone forcibly dragged such a man upward, out of the cave: 
wouldn't the man be angry at the one doing this to him? And if dragged all the way out into the 
sunlight, wouldn't he be distressed and unable to see "even one of the things now said to be true," 
viz. the shadows on the wall (516a)? 
 
After some time on the surface, however, the freed prisoner would acclimate. He would see more 
and more things around him, until he could look upon the Sun. He would understand that the 
Sun is the "source of the seasons and the years, and is the steward of all things in the visible 
place, and is in a certain way the cause of all those things he and his companions had been 
seeing" (516b–c).1 

 
To the Greek the writer to the Hebrews said: ‘All your lives you have been trying to get from the shadows to 
the truth.  That is just what Jesus Christ can enable you to do.2 

 
Friends, we are those blind souls who were chained to the shadow.  God, in Christ, frees us so 
that we might look fully into the Son and for the first time see clearly what His reality is.  This is 
what the Book of Hebrews celebrates. 
 

The masterful and systematic demonstration of Christ’s superiorities is unmatched by any other New 
Testament writer; and the relentless logic by which the argument is pursued reveals the author’s ordered 
mind, whose grasp of the very essence of Christian truth leaves every Bible student in his debt.3 
 
The purpose of this epistle, is to show that Jesus Christ the Son of God both God and man is that true eternal 
and only Prophet, King and High Priest, that was shadowed by the figures of the old law, and is now indeed 
exhibited of whom the whole Church ought to be taught, governed and sanctified.4 
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Philip Edgcumbe Hughes opens the introduction to his commentary on Hebrews with some 
insights into this very enigmatic book: 
 

If there is a widespread unfamiliarity with the Epistle to the Hebrews and its teaching, it is because 
so many adherents of the church have settled for an understanding and superficial association with 
the Christian faith. Yet it was to arouse just such persons from the lethargic state of compromise and 
complacency into which they had sunk, and to incite them to persevere wholeheartedly in the 
Christian conflict, that this letter was originally written. It is a tonic for the spiritually debilitated.… 
We neglect such a book to our own impoverishment.5 

 
Hughes goes on to add insights as to the difficulty of working on an introduction to this epistle: 
 

It is true that the Epistle to the Hebrews has been the battleground of discordant opinion and 
conjecture: its author is unknown, its occasion unstated, and its destination disputed. But these are 
matters at the periphery, not the heart of the book’s importance. All are agreed on the intrinsic 
nobility of its doctrine.6 

 
The book of Hebrews is filled with perplexities that leave the average reader scratching their 
head.  Questions are raised and often left unanswered.  Yet there is a consistency to the book 
when viewed from the vantage point of the higher ground. 
 
Sometimes the pieces do not make immediate sense, but when viewed from the larger point of 
view they give way and clarity is the end result.  How do we make sense of the book of 
Hebrews? 
 
First, we must understand that the intent of the author is to show how everything up to this point 
in the revelation of God was in preparation for the manifestation of Jesus Christ.  He is the reason 
for all antecedent thought. 
 
Second, everything before Him is perfect but deficient.  They were designed inadequate.  
Although each piece was deficient and inadequate when compared to the fullness in Christ, each 
piece fulfilled its limited inadequacies perfectly.  They did this by causing those present to want 
more than what they had. 
 
Third, none of the preceding elements could completely satisfy those to whom they were given.  
Each piece left the individual wanting more and anticipating more. 
 
Finally, Jesus Christ is shown to be better than anything that preceded Him.  He is the ultimate.  
There is nothing more than Him and there is nothing less than Him.  In Him all cravings are met.  
He is the satisfier of man’s design.  He completes us. 
 

[Thus], the theme of Hebrews, quite simply, is “the absolute supremacy of Christ—a supremacy which 
allows no challenge, whether from human or angelic beings.”7 

 
As you read through the book of Hebrews you will come across paragraphs and passages that on 
first glance and second glace and third glance and . . . will leave you baffled.  Do not be troubled.  
Although the whole is made up of the parts, the parts are there to make us embrace the whole.  
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They are not there to distract us from Him.  So regardless as to what one might think concerning 
a select paragraph and/or passage, do not allow the shadow to rob you of the substance.   
 
Everything in Hebrews (as with all revelation) is about Him.  So when you find yourself 
perplexing over a specific idea or thought, step back and see Him.  Regardless as to where you 
are, it is always about Him.   
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 
What words might we use to capture the delectable essence of who Jesus Christ is in the one 
Story written by God?  He is that morsel lingering in the condensed elements of a meal well 
made.  He washes over the palate of the most discerning tongue and persistently provokes the 
system of the satiated.  In the coming and work of Jesus Christ there is no rock left unturned; 
there are no pieces left in place. 
 
The Problem: 
Jesus Christ cannot be added to or subtracted from.  Jesus Christ is not only necessary, but He is 
enough.  For the believing to look to Him and then away from Him for the satisfying of any need 
or want is to speak ill of His lavish provision.   
 
The problem permeating the book speaks of those who commit marital infidelity.  There is a 
picture of Jesus Christ and the one flesh union His people have to Him and their desire to leave 
Him and be married to another.  This, the author points out, is to their demise. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Who wrote the Book of Hebrews?8 
 

The author of Hebrews neither names himself nor clearly designates his audience. The traditional 
title “to the Hebrews” reflects the ancient assumption that the original recipients were Jewish 
Christians. 
 
The author’s identity has been a matter of significant conjecture throughout church history. In 
antiquity, authorship was attributed to figures such as Barnabas or especially Paul. However, 
several of the most astute church fathers recognized considerable differences in style and method 
of argument between this book and Paul’s named writings.  
 

The arguments against Pauline authorship, however, are conclusive: (1) this letter is anonymous (or at least 
lacks the author’s name on the recto side of the papyrus scroll), which goes contrary to the practice in all of 
Paul’s canonical letters;9 (2) the style of writing is dramatically better than that of Paul (though an 
amanuensis could have been used); (3) the logical development is much more tightly woven than is Paul’s 
(could an amanuensis have altered the core of the argument?); (4) the spiritual eyewitnesses are appealed to, 
while Paul insisted on no intermediaries for his gospel (cf. Gal. 1:12); and (5) Timothy’s imprisonment 
(Hebrews 13:23) simply does not seem able to fit within Paul’s lifetime, since he is mentioned repeatedly 
both in Acts and in Paul’s letters and always as a free man. 

 
Scholars have suggested other possible authors, such as Clement, Luke, or Apollos. However, 
most today concede that this author remains anonymous. It seems that the judgment expressed 
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by Origen (d. c. a.d. 254) remains correct: “Who actually wrote the epistle, only God knows” 
(cited in Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6.25.14). 
 
The author clearly knew his recipients and longed to be reunited with them (Heb. 13:19). They 
had a mutual friend in Timothy (13:23), and probably this was the same Timothy who ministered 
alongside Paul. The author was presumably male, since he refers to himself using a masculine 
participle (see 11:32: “would fail me to tell”). Since “us” included the author in 2:3 (the salvation 
“attested to us by those who heard”; also 2:1), it appears that he was not an eyewitness of Jesus. 
The author passed on the greetings of those “from Italy” (13:24). Scholars debate whether he was 
in Italy writing to the church elsewhere or was outside Italy (though accompanied by Italians) 
and writing back to an audience in Italy (possibly at Rome). 
 
The audience’s social situation can be inferred from commands to “remember those who are in 
prison” and who are “mistreated” (13:3). Timothy himself had just been set free (13:23). Indeed, 
the author of Hebrews commended his audience for their former endurance of persecution, for 
their compassion on those in prison, and for having “joyfully accepted the plundering of your 
property” (10:32–34). 
 
The author warned against “strange teachings” in the church (13:9), and these teachings may 
have been related to the use of ritual foods (13:9–10). Moreover, he repeatedly called his audience 
to persevere in the faith and cautioned them about the danger of leaving the Christian 
communion, as he sought to show the superiority of Christ to Mosaic sacrifices and rituals (chs. 
3–10). Hence the early church was likely correct to assert that Jewish Christians (as well as 
Gentiles who had previously been drawn to the Jewish religion) were the intended audience for 
this book (see “our fathers,” 1:1). Furthermore, such an audience would have well understood the 
book’s many citations and allusions to the OT (and would have shared in the writer’s frequent 
use of the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the OT). 
 

In light of these data, we propose that this work was co-authored, though one writer was more prominent than 
the other. The credentials of Barnabas and Apollos have always been the most impressive, though it is quite 
difficult to tell which one would be the leading spokesman. This is answered largely by the question of 
audience—which in itself is disputed. At this stage, our best guess is that Barnabas was the main author with 
Apollos as the assistant.10 

 
II. When was the Book written? 

 
Hebrews was almost certainly written in the first century and probably before 70 A.D. Reasons 
for asserting a first-century date include the mention of Timothy (13:23), who was known to be 
active in the first century, and the influence of Hebrews (and its way of thinking) on 1 Clement 
(written c. a.d. 96). 
 

Clearly it is written for what we might call second generation Christians (2:3).The thing that will help us 
most in dating the letter is its references to persecution.  Now the first persecution was in the time of Nero in 
the year A.D. 64; and the next was in the time of Domitian about A.D. 85.  Somewhere between these dates 
this letter was written, more likely nearer to Domitian.  If we take the date as A.D. 80 we shall not be far 
wrong.11 
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There is good evidence that the book was written just a few years before the destruction of Jersualem (A.D. 
70), perhaps about A.D. 67-68.12 

 
The crucial issue in dating the book concerns whether the destruction of the Jerusalem temple 
(a.d. 70) had already occurred. Hebrews speaks of the Jewish sacrificial system as if it were a still-
present reality (Heb. 7:27–28; 8:3–5; 9:7–8, 25; 10:1–3; 13:10–11), which does not seem likely after 
the cessation of the Jerusalem temple sacrifices in a.d. 70. Admittedly, Hebrews focuses on the 
Mosaic tabernacle rather than the Solomonic (or the Herodian) temple. Nonetheless, if the writer 
was attempting to convince his readers of the inferiority of the Mosaic system (and possibly 
dissuade church members from returning to Jewish practices), an obvious argument would have 
been to mention the cessation of the temple sacrifices, if they were in fact no longer taking place. 
 

The terminus a quo of this epistle must surely be the death of Paul (summer of 64 CE), as can be inferred from 
13:7 and 23. Further, these are now second generation Christians (2:3). The terminus ad quem is surely 1 
Clement which quotes so extensively from Hebrews. Normally this is dated c. 96 CE, but it is possible that 
this date is much too late. Robinson, for example, presents evidence that it was written before c.70 CE. If so, 
then Hebrews must be dated even earlier. Nevertheless, if we side with the broad stream of NT scholarship, 
the range is c. 64-95 CE.13 

 
III. To whom is the Book written? 

 
Although scholarship has challenged even the Jewishness of this book, this seems to me to be settled. The 
audience must almost certainly be Jewish. Not only is the title “To the Hebrews” found as early as the 
middle of the second century, but “only those who were already convinced of the greatness of Judaism 
would see the point of the author’s attempts to show the supreme worth of Christianity by means of its 
superiority to Judaism.” By way of contrast, the apostle Paul in his letter to the Galatians does not refer to the 
Galatians’ defection as a “regression” but as chasing after a “different” gospel, while Hebrews presupposes 
that the audience had come out of Judaism (cf. 13:13, etc.). Clearly, the audience is Jewish.14 

 
There can be little doubt there is a Jewish presence.  The author does address Greek thought, but 
the primary audience is the Hebrews.  Jesus is presented as the fulfillment of the promise and the 
completion of the picture. 
 

To the Greek the writer to the Hebrews said: ‘You are looking for the way from the shadows to reality; you 
will find it in Jesus Christ.’  To the Jew the writer to the Hebrews said: ‘You are looking for that perfect 
sacrifice which will open the way to God which your sins have closed; you will find it in Jesus Christ.’  Jesus 
was the one person who gave access to reality and access to God.  That is the key-thought of this letter.15 

 
A. He regarded his readers as believers (3:1, 12; 6:9). 
B. They were immature (3:11-14). 
C. They were wavering in their faith. 
D. They were apparently well known to the author (13:19, 23). 
E. The readers either resided in Rome or in Palestine.16 

 
The readers had been saved for a rather long period of time (5:12).  They had been verbally assaulted and 
had suffered the loss of personal property for their faith, but they had not yet been beaten or killed (12:3, 4).  
However, the threat of such severe persecution now loomed in their immediate future.17 
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IV. Its place in the biblical canon 

 
In the Western part of the Roman Empire, there was a slower acceptance of Hebrews for 
the canon of Scripture in comparison with the East. There was also uncertainty and debate 
about the authorship of the book (in the West, Paul was not generally recognized as the 
author of Hebrews until the 4th century). Consequently, some churches did not accept it as 
canonical, and at times it was included among the disputed books.18 

 
V. What does the Book of Hebrews address? 
 

Christ is greater than any angel, priest, or old covenant institution; thus each reader, rather than 
leaving such a great salvation, is summoned to hold on by faith to the true rest found in Christ 
and to encourage others in the church to persevere. 
 
Jesus is better and to turn back from Him is to lose one’s way and to embrace perdition. 
 

VI. What prompted the Book’s writing? 
 

Barnabas needed to prove that Christ was the end of the Law. What was at stake was whether the Gentile 
mission would be perceived as having a sociological basis or a theological one. If it were merely a 
sociological basis, then salvation by grace was a fluke, an ingenious concoction of a powerful mind. But now 
that he was dead, the “real” gospel of the Judaizers could take root.19 

 
Hebrews frequently encourages the audience to endure and warns against leaving Christ (2:1–
4; 3:7–4:13; 5:11–6:12; 10:19–39; 12:1–29). These warning passages are interspersed throughout the 
book and have noticeable structural similarities (esp. in terms of exhortation and threatened 
consequence). Around these passages the argument of the book progresses carefully. Moreover, 
these specific exhortations themselves flow out of the surrounding material. Thus the book is 
unified in both structure and intent. 

 
The warning passages 
exhort church 
participants to remain 
faithful. The more 
expository sections of 
the epistle show the 
superiority of Christ 
and his new covenant 
work to angels, Moses, 
the tabernacle 
priesthood, and the 
sacrificial system. The 
implication is that these 
are so inferior to Christ 

that it is futile to return to them (or to go anywhere else). Thus the book encourages the church to 
hold fast to its faith, because that faith is grounded in the most superior revelation. 
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The letter to the Hebrews is written by an undisclosed author to an undisclosed group of Jewish believers 
who were in danger of reverting back to Judaism. Therefore, the author wrote a letter utilizing The Old 
Testament Scriptures to encourage these believers that Jesus was the better choice, not a replacement but a 
fulfillment of their religion.20 

 
The background of such exhortations must have been the audience’s need to continue enduring 
through persecution and the trials of life (e.g., ch. 12). They appear to have grown less attentive to 
Christian instruction (5:11–14); and some apparently have ceased regular attendance at their 
meetings (10:25). Nonetheless, the author reminds them of their past faithfulness and communal 
love in the midst of persecution (10:32–34). He encourages their faithfulness by careful exposition 
of the OT in light of the revelation in Jesus Christ. 
 

We agree with the majority of scholars that the purpose of this letter was to warn Jewish Christians against 
apostasy to Judaism. However, this in our view is only one of the two purposes for this epistle. As we 
suggested in our discussion of occasion, the author(s) needed to demonstrate that the Gentile mission (and 
hence, salvation by grace alone) had a theological basis, not just a sociological one. 
 
In our view, Barnabas employed Galatians in the writing of this letter, recognizing the cogency of its 
argument. Further, he received help from Apollos, for not only did Apollos work with Paul much more 
recently than did Barnabas, but he was an eloquent man. Barnabas wrote, then, to a Jewish house-church 
which was in danger of defecting from the gospel. But he wrote for a larger audience as well, recognizing the 
need for a polished, written statement on the theological (not just sociological) legitimacy of Paul’s gospel. 
Thus, he attempted a refinement of Paul’s statements about the law (especially with regard to the abrogation 
of its cultic aspect by the death of Christ) as an intentional vindication of Pauline Christianity.21 

 
The soteriology (salvation teaching) of Hebrews is rooted in its Christology—the Son of God 
became the heavenly high priest, who offered himself as a sacrifice once for all. Christ obtained 
salvation for all who approach in faith (6:1; 11:6; cf. 4:2), and such faith perseveres until it receives 
the promised eternal reward (6:12; 10:22, 38–39). 
 

VII. How does the Book of Hebrews fit into the Storyline of Scripture? 
 
Christ has accomplished final salvation, has brought the final word of God, and has become the 
final priest and the one atoning sacrifice to which the Old Testament pointed.  
 

The epistle to the Hebrews, which is really a homily with some final epistolary material tacked on to the end, 
divides naturally into two parts. First is the doctrinal section in which the author(s) detail(s) the theological 
basis for Christ’s superiority over the Old Testament (1:1–10:18). Second is the pragmatic section in which 
the practical effects that Christ’s superiority should have in the believer’s life are enumerated (10:19–13:17). 
 
Throughout the epistle, however, the writer(s) punctuate(s) the argument with warnings to the readers. 
After all, this letter is not a mere piece of academia: it is written to a Jewish house-church which is in danger 
of defection from the gospel of grace. In many respects, then, these warnings are what the author(s) wish(es) 
to get to; they are his climax, application. Because of the wording of these warnings, coupled with the 
author’s use of Galatians and our historical reconstruction, it seems evident that the warnings are not dealing 
with loss of reward (contra Zane Hodges in BKC), but are addressing the possibility of not obtaining a 
professed salvation.22 
 
The peculiar preciousness is that it reveals him as the sum and substance of all that had been shadowed forth 
concerning him in the Jewish law.23 

 



 

 

8 
VIII. What are some of the Literary Features within the Book itself? 

 

The genre of Hebrews is unusual. The book is without an introduction or other early indications 
that it is a letter. Yet the final verses do pass on greetings and blessings (13:23–25), and the author 
speaks of having “written to you” (13:22). However, the author also identifies his work as a 
“word of exhortation” (13:22). The careful rhetorical progression of the book, along with its 
frequent practical exhortations, has led many to consider it a single sermon. Perhaps Hebrews is 
best understood as a sermonic letter. 
 

As noted above the book of Hebrews has affinities with the genres of both the epistle and the 
sermon. The first 12 chapters conduct a sustained theological argument about the superiority of 
Christ over a number of rivals and about the need to persevere in following this vastly superior 
Messiah. While following many ancient customs of rhetorical argumentation, these chapters can 
remind the modern reader of an essay with a thesis, a series of subordinate generalizations, and 
supporting proof consisting of data and commentary on that data. 
 

The book of Hebrews is one of the most stylistically polished books in the NT. The writer is a 
master of imagery and metaphor, allusions to the OT, comparison and analogy, contrast, and 
long, flowing sentences that build to a climax and often use parallel construction of clauses. 
 
The rhetoric of the book is partly argumentative, as the author conducts a sustained theological 
exposition such as modern readers might expect in a debate or in a theology book. The 
persuasive strategy adheres to one of the classical ways of arguing a thesis, which is to repeat 
the main idea often and from a variety of angles. In addition to the rhetoric of argument and 
debate, readers will find in the book of Hebrews a persuasive rhetoric of exhortation in which the 
writer appeals to his readers not to abandon their faith. 
 
The central motif of the book is the formula “better,” with the cluster of words “better,” 
“more,” and “greater” appearing a combined total of 25 times. The comparative motif, in which 
one thing is declared superior to another thing, is the main rhetorical strategy of the book. A 
common rhetorical form by which the comparison is conducted is analogy, with something in the 
OT being declared similar to the person and work of Christ. But the analogies are not between 
two equal things; rather, the author argues from the lesser to the greater. 
 
Let us consider for just a moment a larger picture of the Book itself.  Its primary theme is, “Jesus 
Christ, Better Than . . . .”  The book of Hebrews provides for the reader a picture of the Christ who 
towers over all things created.  Throughout the book, the author uses a word that speaks of one 
who is “better than” the object to which it is being compared.   
 

The key word of the book is ‘better.’  The word is used thirteen times to show the superiority of the 
believer’s position in Christ (1:4; 6:9; 7:7, 19, 22; 8:6 [twice]; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 40).  In Christ the believer 
has better promises and a better hope, covenant, substance, country, and resurrection.24 

 
The Greek word, kreitton, means “more useful (1 Cor. 11:17), more serviceable (1 Cor. 12:31), 
more advantageous (1 Cor. 7:9; 1 Pet. 3:17; 2 Pet. 2:21), and more excellent.”  It is used three times 
in 1 Corinthians; twice by Peter and twelve times by Paul in Hebrews.  A quick glance shows one 
who is better than . . .  
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• Christ is “better than” the angels (Heb. 1:4). 

• Christ is “better than” Moses (Heb. 3:1-6). 

• Christ is “better than” the Old Testament Levitical Priesthood (Heb. 5:1-7:19, 22). 

• Christ is “better than” the Old Covenant (Heb. 8:6, 9). 

• Christ is “better than” the Old Testament Sacrificial system (Heb. 10). 
 
The superiority of Christ is without dispute.  Chapter one begins by setting forth the Son.  The 
author uses statements that speak of no one else. 
 

• He appointed [Jesus] heir of all things (1:2a). 

• Through [Jesus] He made the world (1:2b). 

• [Jesus] is the radiance of His glory (1:3a). 

• [Jesus] is the exact representation of His nature (1:3b). 

• [Jesus] upholds all things by the word of His power (1:3c). 

• [Jesus] sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having made purification for sins 
(1:3d). 

• [Jesus] is much better than the angels (1:4a). 

• [Jesus] has inherited a more excellent name than [angels] (1:4b). 
 
Philippians 2 says that it was because of Christ's obedience before the Father that He was given a 
name that is above every name (2:9).  When time gives forth to eternity and “the summing up of 
all things in Christ” (Eph. 1:10) takes place, then every knee will bow and every tongue will 
confess that He is Lord (Phil. 2:10, 11). 
 
His name will radiate throughout the created universe.  It will be the lyrical content of every 
song, the theme of every book, and the visible purpose of every play.  His name will be heard in 
the beauty of His creation.  Everything will be “from Him, through Him, and to Him” (Rom. 
11:36). 

 
The Scripture tells us that He is better than the angels.  Is it not amazing how 
our fickle culture has a fascination with the supernatural and the 
paranormal, but miss Him who is invisible?   
 
In our quest to satisfy the void within us as image bearers, we turn to things 

that are spiritual.  However, they are mere circus mirrors making distorted reflections of what 

is true. We become enamored by angels and demons as if they are the issue or reason, primary or 
preeminent.  Yet they are only tools of a master artisan (1:7, 14).   
 
In contrast to angels,  

• Jesus Christ is the second member of the Godhead (1:5-6). 

• Jesus Christ is regal and kingly (1:8-9). 

• Jesus Christ is Creator and immutable (1:10-12). 

• Jesus Christ sits on a throne triumphantly (1:13). 
 

His name will 

radiate 

throughout the 

created universe. 
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In Jesus Christ, we have one who is better than...the angels.   
 
Because this is true, we endeavor to be a Christ-Exalting fellowship.  We are determined to shout the 
supremacy of God in all things by finding, celebrating, and declaring that He [Jesus] is enough in this life 
and in the life to come.  As a fellowship, we do this because Jesus Christ is better than . . .  
 
May it please our heavenly Father to direct our hearts in the pure joy of seeing Him who is all 
satisfying and sufficient.  May you find Him in the book of Hebrews. 
 

No other book of the New Testament is distinguished by such brilliant eloquence and euphonious rhythm as 
our epistle; and this rhetorical form is not super induced on the subject, but is its true expression, as setting 
forth the special glories of the new covenant and of a new and Christ-transfigured world.25 

 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. We are invited to compare our Lord Jesus Christ with everything else created and we are 

invited to ask, “Is Jesus enough or do we need more?” 
2. No matter what your experience is telling you, Jesus Christ is better than the shadow.  We are 

not asked to live delusional lives.  We are asked to live by faith, not by sight.  Although living 
in a fallen world is problematic, it is not the end all.  Jesus makes the desert place bloom and 
satiates the dry land with abundant life.  The God we love and serve is a God who makes and 
keeps promises.  Let us live in this pilgrimage knowing that not only is Jesus necessary, but 
He is enough. 
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